The data that best evaluates the role of urinary growth hormone excretion as a screening test for growth hormone deficiency is that from the children with short stature in group 3. These were all studied prospectively with concurrent urine and blood tests and the urinary growth hormone results compared with the reference range from a normal population (fig 3) . In fact we have since studied at least another 100 similar children and have not yet missed a child with growth hormone deficiency on the basis of low serum growth hormone concentrations in response to provocation but a normal urinary growth hormone. Such is our experience and confidence in the method that we now use it as a first line screen for growth hormone deficiency and offer it as part of our regional endocrine service to Wessex paediatricians.
